
Poet’s name _____________________  Score ______ / ______ points 
 

 Novice Apprentice Proficient Master 
Perspective and 
Tone 

Lacks a clear perspective; 
confusing mood/tone.  No 
thoughts/feelings or 
emotional input. 

Some evidence of perspective, 
but perhaps confusing in parts; 
some attempts to create an 
overall mood/tone.  More 
thoughts/feelings needed to 
clarify. 

Some thoughts/feelings 
included to create an 
intentional perspective; 
some parts support the 
overall mood/tone. 

Powerfully expressed 
thoughts/feeling contribute to 
a controlled perspective and 
consistently powerful 
mood/tone.   

Imagery & Sensory 
Details 

The poem does not 
enable the reader to see, 
hear, feel, or think about 
the subject.  Images are 
too general, vague to 
connect to the reader. 

The poem enables the reader to 
see, hear, feel, or think about 
the subject, but this is 
accomplished through clichés, 
worn-out or unspecific images, 
or other predictable choices. 

The poem includes some 
specific images to enable 
the reader to see, hear, feel, 
or think about the subject. 

The poet includes specific, 
targeted images that enable 
the reader to see, hear, feel, 
or think about the subject in a 
new way or in a more potent 
way than ever before. 

Elements of poetry: 
figurative language 
and sound devices 

There is no use – or 
consistently confusing or 
inappropriate use – of 
figurative language or 
sound devices.  

Figurative language may be 
overused, underused, or 
inappropriate to the subject; 
sound devices, such as rhyme, 
alliteration, repetition or 
onomatopoeia, may be 
overused or underused, or they 
may fail to add to the meaning 
of the poem.  

Figurative language 
contributes to the meaning 
of the poem; sound devices, 
such as rhyme, alliteration, 
repetition or onomatopoeia, 
also add to the meaning of 
the poem. 

Figurative language creates 
vivid images that contribute 
significantly to the meaning of 
the poem; sound devices, 
such as rhyme, alliteration, 
repetition or onomatopoeia, 
are used effectively and 
contribute to the meaning of 
the poem.  

Word Choice:  
compressed 
language 

Little effort put into finding 
the most effective words.  
Words may be misused or 
unclear.   
 

General or ordinary words. 
Word choices may be vague, 
repetitive, or imprecise.  In 
several places, better word 
choices would help.   

Most word choices are 
precise.  In a few cases, 
better word choices might 
improve the effect. 

Word choice is vivid, precise, 
original, and fresh.  Poet 
stretches his/her vocabulary. 

Organization and 
presentation: 
stanzas, line 
breaks, formatting 

Limited quality of 
appearance.  Line/stanza 
breaks seem randomly 
placed and don’t add to 
the effect of the poem, or 
make it difficult to read 
aloud. 

Legible presentation.  
Line/stanza breaks make 
sense, though are not always 
placed effectively after strong 
words, to emphasize meaning, 
to affect the pace and indicate 
appropriate pauses. 

Neat and legible 
presentation.  Line/stanza 
breaks are used effectively.  
Poet gives some attention 
to the use of space on the 
page. 

Poem is typed; neat and 
professional presentation.  
Poet uses space on the page 
in a deliberate way for effect.  
Line/stanza breaks are used 
creatively and effectively: after 
strong words,  to emphasize 
meaning, to affect the pace,  

Grammar, usage, 
mechanics, spelling 

The poem is consistently 
difficult to understand or 
read because of errors in 
mechanics, usage, 
grammar, or spelling. 

The poem is difficult to 
understand or read at times 
because of errors in mechanics, 
usage, grammar, or spelling.   

There are some errors in 
mechanics, usage, 
grammar, or spelling.  
Mostly used effectively to 
enhance reading. 

There are few or no errors in 
mechanics, usage, grammar, 
or spelling.  Used effectively 
to enhance reading. 

 


