
 

 

 

 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Point of View: Point of View: Point of View: Point of View:     
• Is there a clear point of view?  Is it consistent throughout the poem? 

• Who is the voice who tells the story?   

• How does the point of view affect the poem? 

 

FocusFocusFocusFocus and Tone: and Tone: and Tone: and Tone: 
• What is the theme or main focus of the poem?   

• What is the speaker’s/narrator’s attitude about the topic?   

• What words/phrases in the poem indicate the tone?   

• Is there a change in tone?  If so, why do you think there is? 

 

Interpretation/Meaning: Interpretation/Meaning: Interpretation/Meaning: Interpretation/Meaning:     
• What is the poem’s purpose, theme, or meaning?  Provide support. 

 

Imagery/Poetic Devices:Imagery/Poetic Devices:Imagery/Poetic Devices:Imagery/Poetic Devices:  
• What word pictures does the author create?  What senses do each appeal to? 

• What figurative language is used?  Discuss metaphors, similes, personification, symbols, 

and images which enrich or illuminate tone and meaning.   Explain a few examples 

and how they affect the poem’s overall focus or tone.   

• What sound devices, if any, are used?  How do these add to the overall tone or 

meaning of the poem?   

• Are there any other poetic devices used… rhyme, repetition, etc.? How do these add 

to the overall tone or meaning of the poem?   

 

Word ChoiceWord ChoiceWord ChoiceWord Choice: : : :     
• Does the poet choose his/her words carefully to enhance the meaning of the poem?   

    

ConnectionsConnectionsConnectionsConnections and Appeal: and Appeal: and Appeal: and Appeal: 
• What connections can you make to other literature, ideas or personal experiences? 

• What do you like or dislike about the poem?  Explain your opinion.  Provide support. 

For your poetry portfolio, you must write an analysis of a poem that you 

choose.  Explain what makes the poem “poetic.”  Below are suggestions of 

things to notice in your analysis.   

 

With everything you notice, be sure to SAY-SHOW-EXPLAIN!  Like this:   

 

Maxine Kumin’s careful word choice adds to the effect of her poem, “400-

Meter Freestyle.”  For example, she chooses vivid verbs like “ripples,” 

“siphons,” “flips,” “pumps,” and “surge.”  All of these words convey water 

motion, which helps readers feel like they are there with the swimmer in the 

pool.  


