
Tips for Painting a Picture with Words: Descriptive Writing 
 

1. Start with Connections: 

What are you describing? Start with a cluster or word we. Think of EVERYTHING you 

can that connects with the thing (or person or place) you are describing – like this: 

 

2. Make a Picture in Your Mind: 

Close your eyes and picture the person, place, object, or whatever. If you are describing 

feelings, try to relive the time you remember. Really tune in. Try to BE THERE. If you’re 

describing an object, try to reach out and touch it. Think how it looked and felt. If it’s a 

place, remember how it smelled and what you heard there. If it’s a person, see his/her 

eyes, the way the person moves, walks, speaks, breathes. Notice things you missed 

before. 

 

3. Pay Attention. 

Pay attention to the little details your mind remembers. Don’t shut things out. Your 

memory is smarter than you think. There are interesting bits and pieces in there. Let them 

come to the surface. 

 

4. Look for the Unusual. 

See it your way. Remember. Look closer… closer still. Choose the MOST 

INTERESTING details. Don’t’ say “The clouds were fluffy white.” A million writers 

have already said that. Find a new way. Look closer and see the real colors: oyster shell 

gray and pink, elephant tusk white, swan silver, stone gray. Look for and listen for the 

little things other people miss. 

 

5. Paint a Picture. 

Use words to make it all come alive for the reader. Be specific. Don’t say “The big tree 

was tall and nice.” That’s too vague. No one can picture anything but a lot of leaves with 

a trunk. Say something like “The huge oak shot up more than eight feet and cast a 

shadow so huge our whole grade seven class could picnic inside it.” 

 

6. Make it Real. 

If what you remember was good and happy, make it feel like that for the reader. But be 

realistic. Ants visit picnics. Brides sometimes trip going down the aisle. Things aren’t 

perfect. If you want the reader to believe what you say, tell it the way it REALLY is. 
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