
CRACKING OPEN OUR WRITING 

 

 

 

 

 

Open up your sentences and see what else you 

might find there! 

Original sentence: 

It was kind of dark. 

Cracked-open version: 

The sun barely peeks through the curtain, making 

the empty living room dim, not the grim kind of 

dim, but the serene dim that leads the mind to 

creativity. 

 

 

 

 



Original sentence: 

It was a nice day. 

Cracked-open version: 

As the sun came up over the sea, cold water 

splashed on my feet sending a happy chill over my 

body. The sweet salt water air tingled by nose as I 

watched the sun’s rays glitter on the water like 

fireworks.  

Original: 

My brother Dave, the creative one, went upstairs 

and got his bin of Legos. 

Cracked-open version: 

Suddenly, a smile springs upon his face as he raises 

a finger in excitement. I’m confident that if you 

look hard enough you can actually see a light bulb 

flash above his head.  “I’ve got it!”he yelps. With a 

bird watcher’s blink he is gone. Moments later, he 

appears in front of me with a large red bin. 

 



Verbs are the Engines of Sentences 

Visualize the changes each verb makes of the image and sound of the 

writing.  

The  light _________________in the window. 

Streams, pours, gushes, spills, flows, surges 

The boat________ in the water. 

Glides, tossed, flew across, rocks, bobbed, sails, flows, skimmed, slides,  

Find 3 or more places in your draft where you have verbs that could be made 

more specific. Highlight them. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nouns Are the Wheels of Sentences 

Which are the vague nouns? How could they be more specific? 

The thing broke down. 

The air conditioner broke down. 

She packed a lot of stuff in her bag.  

I hear something on the train track. 

She bought some things at the store. 

It was a bird in the sky. 

The flower smelled sweet. 

 

 



Find three or more places in your draft where you have nouns 

that could be made more specific. Put a bracket around them. 

 

 

RESEEING 

 

 

T Chart 

Ordinary Words  Poetic Words 

First words that   Transform your  

come to your    descriptions into  

mind on your    figures of speech. 

topic     Use sensory details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Asking Questions, Adding Details 

 

 

 

Ask questions as a way to discover what’s left out 

and what details might be added. 

1. Read the writing aloud to the class. 

2. Audience listens carefully and jots down any questions they might want 

to ask the author. 

3. Author leaves the room for a few minutes.  

4. Students in class read the questions they wrote down, or think of new 

open-ended questions they’d like to ask the author when s/he returns. 

Open-ended questions are needed so that the writer will talk, not just say 

yes or no. 

5. Practice the questions with the teacher. 

6. Writer returns to the class. 

7. Students ask the author their questions and get him/her talking about her 

writing piece.  

8. The author brings a pencil or pen with her/him so if he/she decides there 

is something she wants to add to her story, she can marks it on her paper.  

9. The author can share with the class what new information she’ll add to 

her piece, or any other revisions she’ll make as a result of their questions. 

10. Class moves into small groups or sits with partners and read their pieces 

to each other. Partners create questions to ask the person about the 

piece. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
You open the front door of a house and step inside. 
Immediately, you can tell if you’re comfortable or if 
you want to stay a while. With a quick glance 
around, you can get a feel for the people who live in 
the house. 
 
Your lead is your front door.  You want your guests to 
stay, to linger. Here are some examples of front door, 
or suggestions for leads. 

 
A Question: A question begs to be 
answered. 
 
“Where’s Papa going with that ax?”said Fern. - 
Charlotte’s Web, E. B. White. 
 

 
An Image: paints an immediate picture and 
creates a world the reader can step into. 

 



 
Russia’s deep snow could not muffle the screams. 
— Ivan the Terrible, Sean Price 

 
Dallas leaned far out of the window, his eyes 
fixed on a bird flying lazily in the distance.  
–Ruby Holler, Sharon Creech  
 
An Action—sound, lights, dialogue, etc. : 
The reader is stepping right into the middle 
of the action and runs to catch up. 
 
Ba’room, barroom, ba-room, baripity, baripity, baripity, 
baripity---Good. His dad had the pickup going. He could 
get up now. –Bridge to Terabithia by Katerine Paterson 
 
“Mel, hurry up!”Brigid calls, splashing through puddles, 
headless of the mud that has come up through the wooden-
plank paving of the road. – Hush, Donna Jo Napoli 

 
A Surprise: This is a sure way to capture the 
reader’s attention. 
One day last spring, Louis, a butcher, turned inot a 

fish. Slivery scales. Big lips. A tail. A salmon.—Louis the 

Fish, Arthur Yorinks 



 
 
Meet with Partner 
 
Review the areas you’ve highlighted and 
ask for suggested word choices for the verbs, 
nouns.  
 
Ask for areas where you could expand 
adding in more detail and creating  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


