
 
In this extract, the main character, Ray, has stolen a motorbike and caused an accident in 
which someone was killed. He has told nobody, but knows that he can't hide for much 
longer. He is about to get on a bus, but realises that the one person who can link him to 
the crime is the conductor of that very bus. Before he can run off, he bumps into Mrs 
Fitzroy, his best friend's mum. Try to answer the question, written in bold below, writing 
one paragraph for each bullet point. 
 
 
 
He hung back, groping wildly for some excuse to prevent him getting on, but the bell 
rang and the engine increased its impatient rumble and his legs carried him upwards 
on to the platform, and he felt Mrs Fitzroy clamber on behind. The bus began to 
move. He turned towards the stairs, but she caught hold of his arm.  
 
"Let's go downstairs. I don't like the smoke." Again he felt her hand guide him, and 
he ducked his head and began to walk along the aisle. "Yeah".  
 
"This'll do," she said, and he turned back and sat beside her - the less fuss he made, 
the less obvious he was, the better. As he settled, he kept his face bent low, aware of 
the conductor walking towards them. He brushed past, and, noticing things with a 
total clarity, Ray saw the dark blue uniform that he was wearing and noted the 
heaviness and thickness of the material. He heard him clumping up the stairs, and he 
wondered, absurdly, if he was wearing heavy boots, too.  
 
Mrs Fitzroy was opening the bag which she had on her lap, and Ray felt in his pocket 
for his fare. If he had the right change, he could just hand it to the conductor without 
looking up. Yes, he had a ten and two pence piece. He glanced at Mrs Fitzroy and 
saw to his dismay that she was taking out a pound-note from her purse. That would 
mean a delay while she got her change - plenty of chance for him to be recognised. 
Could he offer to pay her fare? It would seem strange, but anything was better than 
being seen.  
 
'Collision Course' - Nigel Hinton 
 
 



In the following extract, what kind of atmosphere does the writer create and how 

does he do it?  

 

     In this extract from Collision Course, Nigel Hinton creates an atmosphere that can best 

be described as          .  He does this 

by showing Ray’s thoughts and actions as he gets on the bus.  For example,   

             

             

 .  This helps create the atmosphere because       

             .   

     Another way Hinton creates this atmosphere is by the way he makes Ray behave as 

the conductor approaches.  For example,        

             

         .  This also helps create the 

atmosphere because           

         .   

     Finally, Hinton uses language that helps to create this atmosphere, such as   

             

             

 .  This helps create the atmosphere because       

             .   

 

 


