
Poetry – Using Words as Your Paint 
 

Words are a poet’s paint.  As the Native Americans say, “. . . every word has the power 

to make something happen.”   

 

WRITER’S TIP:  Keep a word notebook of favorite words to weave into your poems.   

 
Exercise:  Finding Word Sound Personalities 

Words have different personalities and qualities according to their sounds.  Poets write 

by considering the meaning and the sounds of the words.  Make a chart, writing these 

three words and leaving space underneath for lists of words:  smooth, bumpy, and sharp.   

 

Smooth Bumpy Sharp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Think about the sounds of words.  Find at least three words that sound smooth, bumpy, 

and sharp.  For example, a bumpy word is hippopotamus because it has many small 

syllables that make your mouth move.   

 

  



Exercise:  Word Guessing 

Fill in the blanks with the best words – be sure to consider image, meaning, and sound.  

Then look below to see which words the poet chose.  How do yours compare?  

 

 

 
 

Compare the poet’s words with yours.  Why do you think the poet chose the words he 

did? 

 

April Rain Song 

Langston Hughes 

 

Let the rain kiss you. 

Let the rain beat upon your head with silver liquid drops. 

Let the rain sing you a lullaby. 

 

The rain makes still pools on the sidewalk. 

The rain makes running pools in the gutter. 

The rain plays a little sleep song on our roof at night –  

 

And I love the rain. 

 

 

April Rain Song 

 

Let the rain ____ you. 

Let the rain beat upon your head with ____  ____ drops. 

Let the rain ____ you a ____. 

 

The rain makes still pools on the sidewalk. 

The rain makes running pools in the gutter. 

The rain ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  on our roof at night –  

 

And I ____ the rain. 
 


