
 

� Poetry is just the evidence of life. If your life is burning well, poetry is just the ash. 
~Leonard Cohen 

� Poetry is nearer to vital truth than history. ~Plato, Ion 

� A poem begins with a lump in the throat. ~Robert Frost 

� Poetry is man's rebellion against being what he is. ~James Branch Cabell 

� The poet doesn't invent. He listens. ~Jean Cocteau 

� Poetry is thoughts that breathe, and words that burn. ~Thomas Gray 

� Poetry is when an emotion has found its thought and the thought has found words. 
~Robert Frost 

� We don't read and write poetry because it's cute. We read and write poetry because 
we are members of the human race. And the human race is filled with passion. And 
medicine, law, business, engineering, these are noble pursuits and necessary to 
sustain life. But poetry, beauty, romance, love, these are what we stay alive for. Dead 
Poet's Society 

� Poetry is ordinary language raised to the nth power. Poetry is boned with ideas, 
nerved and blooded with emotions, all held together by the delicate, tough skin of 
words. ~Paul Engle, New York Times, 17 February 1957 

� The crown of literature is poetry. It is its end and aim. It is the sublimest activity of 
the human mind. It is the achievement of beauty and delicacy. The writer of prose 
can only step aside when the poet passes. ~W. Somerset Maugham 

� The poet, as everyone knows, must strike his individual note sometime between the 
ages of fifteen and twenty-five. He may hold it a long time, or a short time, but it is 
then that he must strike it or never. School and college have been conducted with the 
almost express purpose of keeping him busy with something else till the danger of 
his ever creating anything is past. ~Robert Frost  

� Poetry is language at its most distilled and most powerful. ~Rita Dove 

� A poet's work is to name the unnameable, to point at frauds, to take sides, start 
arguments, shape the world, and stop it going to sleep. ~Salman Rushdie 

� Poetry is plucking at the heartstrings, and making music with them. ~Dennis Gabor  

� Poets have been mysteriously silent on the subject of cheese. ~G.K. Chesterton 
 

 


