
 
You read your book and you want to learn more about and show the places where the events of the 
book took place and the people, objects, or events in or surrounding the events of the novel that are 
important to or influenced the story. You’d like to take a trip to these locations and get the full picture 
of what was going on and you want to bring others along with you. Do it virtually with a Google Lit Trip. 
 
Find out more about what a Google Lit Trip is by following 
the directions on this link to see if this is what you might be 
interested in making. 
http://sites.google.com/site/exploringlittrips/Home/how-
to-take-a-google-lit-trip 
 
OR check out some Google Lit Trips made by middle 
schoolers here: http://www.googlelittrips.org/ 
 
1. Choose the book you would like to use. Get the book 
approved by your teacher before the project beings. The 
best ones involve travel by the main character.  
 
2. Determine what literary themes and concepts you want to show. On a basic level Google Lit Trips 
can be used to create an interactive book report that relates the facts of the book to where they took 
place. You are to discuss:  
 
a. Literary Concepts: a brief summary of plot, characters, what they want and description of character 
development, identification of point of view, structure of novel, figurative speech used in the novel, 
what is the central conflict and of course the big question – “why are we reading this?”  
 
b. Geographic Concepts: spatial relationship between people, places, and events; geographical origins of 
the character and how their upbringing affects their actions; or how the character feels about being in a 
particular place  
 
c. Social Studies Concepts: historical events that affected the characters decisions; current events that 
affected influenced the author  
 
3. Read and Discuss the Book: Read the book and discuss it on your blog posts with quotes and citation 
that supports the student’s reasoning. End your post with a question to stimulate a threaded discussion 
from other students reading different books on the same theme.  
 
4. Outline the Book as You Go: Plot out what is going on in a concept map, similar to what I’ve drawn 
below as you discuss the book. Each node in the concept map can represent one chapter of the book. 
You need a minimum of 10 place markers, though. If there are more than 10 chapters you can add 
additional locations on your Lit Trip if you like, or you can pick out the 10 most important ones. Your 
notes will be used later to create text for your Lit Trip. Take notes on the plot and in a separate 
paragraph write about themes and historical significance. You can also use such maps to show how 
historical events and other factors affected the character’s decisions. These can be come links to outside 
paper, websites, podcasts and videos that can be linked to your Lit Trip. Add in pathmarkers. 
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Use 10 locations and mark them with a description: 

 Title 

 Image 

 Description 

 Discussion or activity prompt 

HOW TO MAKE A GOOGLE LIT TRIP: online tutorials to teach you how to make a Google Lit Trip. 

1. Introduction to Google Lit Trips: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7RVd2ZT7TpE&feature=channel 

2. Creating Placemarks in a Google Lit Trip  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3l4y0xfiA3Y 

This link shows how to:  

 add markers 

 add description 
 

3. Adding in Images to Google Lit Trip 
This link shows how to 

 add an image to description bubble that is in your Google Lit Trip 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=chm38KqK4KY&feature=channel 
 

4. Adding a Path: 
This link shows you how to add a path for your viewer-reader to follow the route take as they 
move through their journey. Using this Add Path tool helps to distinguish a Google Lit Trip from 
a project that is merely a collection of place markers. 

http://www.googlelittrips.com/GoogleLit/Lit_Trip_Tips_files/LitTripPaths.pdf 

5. How to Make a Story Board:  

This is useful for deciding how to break a book down into the segments you want to use for your 
Lit Trip: 

 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFecSw3ERf8 

 
Other links to teach you how to create a Google Lit Trip: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jPiiAqXKy3g 
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