
Comic Strip Book Activity Rubric 

 Expert Proficient Needs work Weak 

Efficiency Class time use 
effectively, 
productively. Shows 
effort and thought. 

Most class time used 
appropriately. Shows 
effort demonstrated 
through original 
elements. 

Some class time was 
use appropriately. 
Little effort  

Class time was 
mostly wasted. 
Comic appears to 
have been rushed 
through. 

Author’s Note Thoughtfully  
explained why events 
chosen for the script 
are important, and 
how the book was 
personally 
meaningful. Writing 
shows voice, personal 
interest  & 
involvement 

Explained why events 
chosen for the script 
are important, and 
how the book was 
personally 
meaningful. 
 

 Explained why 
events chosen for the 
script are important, 
and how the book 
was meaningful but 
lacks sense of 
involvement in the 
book or project. 
Minimal 
development. 
 

Unclear why events 
chosen for the script 
are important. Little, 
or very general  
discussion of how the 
book was personally 
meaningful. 
 

Characters/ 
Dialog, Text, 
Captions 

Main characters are 
clearly identified, and 
their actions and 
dialogue are well-
matched to their 
actions and dialogue 
in the book. 
Appropriate amount 
of dialogue to bring 
the character and 
scene to life. Captions 
are related to the 
scenes and book, and 
connections are easy 
to understand. 

Main characters are 
clearly identified, and 
their actions and 
dialogue match to 
their actions and 
dialogue in the book. 
Too much dialog in 
the story, but is 
always clear who is 
speaking. Captions are 
related to the scenes 
and book, and most 
connections are easy 
to understand. 

Main characters are 
clearly identified, but 
actions and dialogue 
too general  to show 
their relationship to 
the book. Not quite 
enough dialog in the 
story, but is always 
clear who is 
speaking. Captions 
are related to the 
book but connections 
are less obvious. 

Hard to tell who the 
main characters are 
or the main 
characters in the 
comic are not the 
main characters in 
the book. Not clear 
which character is 
speaking. Captions 
do not relate well to 
the scenes. Seems to 
be no connection or 
connection is very 
general. 

Landscape, 
Setting & Props 

Landscape, setting 
and props are directly 
related to the theme 
or book and enhance 
understanding of the 
scene/event. 

Landscape, setting 
and props are directly 
related to the theme 
or book. 

Landscape, setting 
and props are 
generally related to 
the theme or book 
and enhance 
understanding of the 
scene/event. 

Landscape, setting 
and props seem 
randomly chosen or 
distract the reader. 

Choice of 
Scenes & 
Following 
Guidelines & 
Directions 

Uses the most 
important events, 
moments and/or ideas 
of the book. Follows 
the guidelines given 
on the direction sheet 
and adds further to 
the cartoon in ways 
that enhance the 
reader’s 
understanding of the 

Uses the most 
important events, 
moments and/or ideas 
of the book, but 
misses 2-3 important 
events or ideas. 
Completely follows 
the guidelines given 
on the direction sheet. 

Uses the most 
important events, 
moments and/or 
ideas of the book, 
but highlights 
unimportant events 
or ideas. Follows 
some of the 
directions and 
guidelines only.  

Uses the some 
important events, 
moments and/or 
ideas of the book, 
but information is 
incomplete or 
focused on less 
important points or 
ideas. Few of the 
directions or 
guidelines followed. 



book’s value. 

Spelling, 
punctuation, 
grammar 

There are no errors in 
spelling grammar or 
punctuation 

There are 1-3 errors in 
spelling grammar or 
punctuation 

There are 4 -5 errors 
in spelling grammar 
or punctuation 

There are 5 or more 
errors in spelling 
grammar or 
punctuation 

 


