
 

Be a Wide-Awake Reader! 

 

Lesson 1:  Going Inside the Story 

• Slow down! 

• Experience the story with all your 

senses! 

• Notice what you can see and hear! 

• Create mental movies! 

 

Lesson 2:  Being a Wide-Awake Reader 

Thinking about what you read by stopping 

throughout and finishing these thoughts: 

• I see . . .  

• I realize . . .  

• I notice . . . 

• The thought I have about this is . . .  

• To add on . . . 

• This reminds me of . . . 

 

Lesson 3:  Thinking About Characters 

Ask yourself these questions about the 

characters in your story.  Make informed 

inferences about characters to answer them. 

• What kind of person is this character? 

• What does this character long for?  Fear? 

• What is the character struggling against?  

What gets in the character’s way? 

• What relationships does the character 

have and how do these relationships 

play a significant role in the story? 

• How does the character change over the 

course of the story? 

• Does the character learn lessons or 

come to realizations?  

 

Lesson 4:  Pushing Your Thoughts Further 

• For example… 

• This makes me realize….  

• This is important because… 

• This is giving me the idea that… 

• The reason for this is… 

• This connects with… 

• On the other hand… 

• I partly agree but… because… 

• Could it also be that… 

• This is similar to… 

• This is different from… 

• I think this is important because…. 

 

(Continued on back . . . ) 

 

• There is one thing in the story that 

doesn’t ‘fit’ for me and it’s… 

• This might be present because... 

• In the beginning….then later…..finally…… 

• In the beginning… in the middle… at the 

end… 

• Many people think… but I think… 

• I used to think… but now I’m realizing… 

 

Lesson 5:  What is the Story REALLY About? 

• What single section—or which two 

related sections—best capture(s) the 

story’s meaning? 

• Is there one object or one moment from 

the story that sort of symbolizes the 

whole message of this story? How does 

this object or moment convey the overall 

meaning? 

• What does the character learn in this 

story?  Is this a life lesson that readers 

are also meant to learn? 

• What life lesson can I draw from this 

story? How does this story teach me a 

lesson that can help me live my life 

differently? 

• How might all the elements of this story 

contribute to the message of the story? 

How does the title contribute? The 

beginning? The setting? The way the 

character changes? The form? The end? 

 

 

 

 


